
“ONCE ON THIS ISLAND”
Role

Male/Female 

Range

Dance

Dialogue/Character

TiMoune
Female: young adult
lighter

XX

XXX



Peasant


Mezzo sop
(afro-Carib





Low A

dance)





Solid mC-D#

TiMoune [Stand-in]  as above

Ensemble
XXX one lyrical
X (appears to be in love)

Little Girl/
Female: child

unchanged
X (ensemble)
XX
Little TiMoune   Peasant
Mama Euralie
Female: middle age
warm tone
X (ensemble)
XXX


Peasant


alto/mezzo







Low F# (below mC)






Treble B

Erzulie

Female Goddess

Sop or Mezzo
must move well
XXX


of Love


B below mC – D above






musically w/ dyna







Stylistic

Asaka

Female Goddess

Mezzo/Alto
must move
XXX


of the Earth

Low F (below mC)






to sustained E (top space)






full, big sound

Andrea

Daniel’s fiancé

Soprano/Mezzo
X (ballroom)
XX



Young adult female
B below mC - C



Grandes Hommes

TonTon

Male: middle age

Bari/Tenor
X (ensemble)
XXX


Peasant


must blend







w/ Mama; 







F# below staff








E above mC

Daniel

Male: young adult
Tenor w/ warm 
X (ensemble)
XXX



Grandes Hommes

tender sound






Low C# - F# above





mC

Daniel [Stand-in] as above

Ensemble
Roller Blades
X (appears to








In “Rain” song;
be dead on stage)








Possible lyrical








 dance duet 








“Forever Yours”

Armand
Male: middle age;
Baritone

X (ballroom)
XX



Daniel’s father

Low B - D



Grandes Hommes

above mC







-2-

Papa Ge
God of Death

Dramatic Tenor/Bari 
XX

XXX





Low C –high F#/G






Singing actor!
Agwe

God of Water

Baritone/Bass

XX

XXX






Low B –D# above mC






Solid E above mC

Gatekeeper
Male Grandes Homme
Ensemble

X

X

Ensemble
Peasants/

Soprano/Alto

X (minimal)
XX



Grandes Hommes

Tenor/Bass

thru






Unchanged child

XXX
   Strong singers who move less comfortably will be part of the storytellers’ and/or 

        Grandes Hommes chorus
   Strong singers who move more comfortably will be part of the storytellers’ and 

        Peasants chorus

Dancers*
Ritual Dancers M/F
Afro-Carib styles

XXX

XXX



Storm Dancers M/F   
Afro/Carib styles

XXX

XXX






*Could be non-singers!
You may ask questions about these roles, but you are encouraged to listen to the cd (Broadway version) and/or read the short Caribbean novel, “My Love, My Love,” on which the musical is based.   You are also encouraged to read a variety of Caribbean folk tales and look up the Lower Antilles Islands on a map or on the internet!  The more you know, the better you will understand the musical!

DON’T FORGET: you are required to come to at least ONE vocal coaching session during which time the song and dialogue excerpts will be taught.  You must also attend at least ONE dance coaching session.  You are encouraged to attend all the coaching sessions to be best prepared!
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