
“ONCE ON THIS ISLAND”
CAST/CREW WORKSHOP DAY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2007

Part I.  Choose one of the book selections and join the others to read it aloud together.  Give the following information:


A.  Title of the book: ____________________________________________


B.  Author/Illustrator: ___________________________________________


C.   Synopsis:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


D.   Name five people in your group and their grade at Odyssey.  ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Part II.  Choose a second book and join the others to read it aloud together.  Give the following information:


A.  Title of the book: : ____________________________________________


B.  Author/Illustrator: ___________________________________________


C.   Synopsis:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Part III.  Share with others and the books they have read to answer the following questions: 


A. Name at least three ingredients needed to make the soup Kallaloo!



1. _____________________________________________________


2. _____________________________________________________



3. _____________________________________________________


B. Name the Island girl who sang a song to summon the Mermaid named Mama Jo.   __________________________________________________________
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C. The Caribbean story Cendrillon is most like the familiar fairy tale called

____________________________________.   Name two differences that make this version “Caribbean.”  (ie: instead of a pumpkin, what is used to turn into a coach? Or instead of a Prince, what is the man’s name?)

1) ___________________________________________________________________
2) ___________________________________________________________________


D. What did the Sea Witch take away from the Little Mermaid in Melissa Tyrell’s version of her Little Mermaid?  __________________________________


E. Name the twins in The Twins and the Bird of Darkness.
_______________________________ and __________________________________


1). Who did the Bird of Darkness take away, thereby forcing one twin to seek him out? ______________________________________________________________________ 


2). How was the twin to slay the Bird of Darkness?

______________________________________________________________________


F.  Find page 89 in the book entitled, Caribbean: The Islands.  Tell me about the island of Haiti, about which our musical is written.  What country controlled the island until 1803, when the Islanders finally won independence?_________________   From whose army?(name the general) _______________________________________
Find another page in the book that intrigues you and write a sentence about it.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Part IV.  Create a group of 6 students that includes at least one middle school student, one high school student, one cast and one crew member, and work on the following activity:


A. Names



1. List the first/last names of everyone in your group and his/her role and/or position on a crew.

_____________________________________
______________________________

_____________________________________
______________________________

_____________________________________
______________________________

_____________________________________
______________________________

_____________________________________
______________________________

_____________________________________
______________________________
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B. Script/Score



1. Read the lyrics to the song, “The Sad Tales of The Beauxhommes.”

According to the story, _________________________ was the first Frenchman to arrive on the island. The great French general named _________________________ is mentioned in the very beginning of the song.  The name of the illegitimate son was _______________, meaning “beautiful son.”  The Islanders fought against the French and won.  When this happened, __________________________ was banished from the island.  Describe the curse put upon the son and his heirs:  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________.

Part V.  The theme of prejudice appears in the dialogue and songs from many musicals.  Read and study the examples below as we explore/listen/discuss them.  Write some of your thoughts in the spaces provided next to the lyrics.  Share an example or experience you may have had because of physical, religious, social, or racial differences and/or prejudices.
“You’ve Got To Be Carefully Taught” from SOUTH PACIFIC 
Richard Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein II 1949

You’ve got to be taught to hate and fear,

You’ve got to be taught from year to year,



_________________
It’s got to be drummed in your dear little ear



_________________
You’ve got to be carefully taught.




_________________
You’ve got to be taught to be a-fraid of people


_________________
Whose eyes are oddly made,





_________________
And people whose skin is a different shade



_________________
You’ve got to be carefully taught.




_________________
You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late



_________________
Before you are six or seven or eight,




_________________
To hate all the people your relatives hate



_________________
You’ve got to be carefully taught!




_________________
You’ve got to be carefully taught.




_________________
This is just the kind of ugliness I was running away from

It has followed me all these years and now it has found me.

I was cheated before and I’m cheated again



_________________

By a mean little world of mean little men.



_________________

And the one chance for me is this life I know best,


_________________

To be here on an island and to hell with the rest.


_________________

I will cling to this island like a tree or a stone,

I will cling to this island and be free_____ and alone.
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“Somewhere” from WEST SIDE STORY
Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim  1957

There’s a place for us, 



___________________________
Somewhere a place for us.



___________________________
Peace and quiet and open air



___________________________
Wait for us somewhere.



___________________________
There’s a time for us,




___________________________
Some day a time for us,



___________________________
Time together with time to spare,


___________________________
Time to look, time to care,

Some day! Somewhere

We’ll find a new way of living,

We’ll find a way of forgiving

Somewhere.

There’s a place for us, A time and place for us.

Hold my hand and we’re half way there. 

Hold my hand and I’ll take you there

Somehow, Some day, Somewhere!
“A Boy Like That”  from WEST SIDE STORY
A boy like that who’ kill your brother,

________________________

Forget that boy and find another,


________________________

One of your own kind! 



________________________

Stick to your own kind!



________________________

A boy like that will give you sorrow,


________________________

You’ll meet another boy tomorrow,


________________________

One of your own kind! 



________________________

Stick to your own kind!



________________________

A boy who kills cannot love,



It isn’t true, not for me

A boy who kills has no heart.



It’s true for you, not for me.

And he’s the boy who gets your love


I hear your words

 and gets your heart!




And in my head

Very smart, Maria very smart!


I know they’re smart







But my heart, Anita!  But my heart







Knows they’re wrong








And my heart is too strong.








For I belong to him alone,








One thing I know: I am his,








I don’t care what he is…….
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“Bui Doi” from MISS SAIGON
Alain Boubil & Claude-Michel Schonberg   1985

They’re called Buidoi, the dust of life,



_________________

Conceived in hell and born in strife.




_________________

They are the living reminder of all the good we failed to do.

_________________

That’s why we know deep in our hearts



_________________

That’s why we know that they are all our children too.

_________________

These kids hit walls on ev’ry side.




_________________

They don’t belong in any place.




_________________

Their secret they can’t hide, 





_________________

It’s printed on their face.





_________________

I never thought one day’ I’d plead 




_________________

For half breeds from a land that’s torn.



_________________

But then I saw a camp for children 




_________________

Whose crime was being born.





_________________
They’re called Buidoi, the dust of life.

Conceived in hell and born in strife.

We owe them fathers and a family,

A loving home they never knew.

Because we know deep in our hearts 

That they are all our children too.

“Elaborate Lives” from AIDA
Tim Rice and Elton John  1998

We all lead such elaborate lives.


_____________________________

Wild ambitions in our sights.



_____________________________

How an affair of the heart survives


_____________________________

Days apart and hurried nights.


_____________________________

Seems quite unbelievable to me


_____________________________

I don’t want to live like that



_____________________________

Seems quite unbelievable to me


_____________________________

I don’t want to love like that

I just want our time to be

Slower and gentler, wiser, free.

…..I’m so tired of all we’re going through

_____________________________

I don’t want to live like that



_____________________________

I’m so tired of all we’re going through

_____________________________

I don’t want to love like that



_____________________________

I just want to be with you.



_____________________________

Now and forever, peaceful, true.


_____________________________
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This may not be the moment

To tell you face to face

But I could wait forever

For the perfect time and place.

We all lead such elaborate lives

We don’t know whose words are true

Strangers, lovers, husbands, wives

Hard to know who’s loving who.

…….

I just want to touch your heart

May this confession be the start.

My thoughts on prejudice: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

Daniel, TImoune, Mama Euralie, TonTon, Andrea, Armand all experience prejudice in our story.  Keep these thoughts as you grow and understand the music, dialogue, and dance that we perform for our audience.  It is OUR message!
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